Sabbatical Update
Introduction

As mentioned in last month’s Sabbatical Update, a sabbatical or renewal leave is a time for a pastor to do a different kind of work.  By getting away from the day-to-day rush of congregational ministry, the pastor can work on a project in a more focused way.  First Christian’s sabbatical policy requires that the pastor submit a summary of the sabbatical plan to the Council for approval.  That will happen this month.  However, because a sabbatical is intended to benefit the whole congregation, we want everyone to understand what Pastor Rebecca will be doing while she is away, and how the congregation will be involved, before, during and after.  Please continue reading for Pastor Rebecca’s explanation of her plans.
~The Sabbatical Oversight Team
Pastor Rebecca’s Plans for her Sabbatical Leave

The focus of my sabbatical is creativity in ministry.  One of my passions throughout my ministry here has been creating worship experiences that touch people at many levels, services that involve all our senses, not just our ears.  My sabbatical is designed both to renew my creative juices and to allow me time to integrate and organize what I’ve already done with the new ideas I pick up during my  travels.  The hope is that I will return with a re-invigorated spirit for leading us in high quality, meaningful worship and Bible study, lots of new ideas and an increased capacity for involving others in creating such experiences.
My renewal leave begins with a “roots tour” when I will visit family and attend my 10th college reunion in Minnesota.  Then, Todd and I will spend 3½ weeks in Italy.  We will rent an apartment in Florence, the birthplace of the Renaissance and world capital of religious art.  We will have the chance to spend four days each in Venice and Rome as well.  When we return, I will spend 3 weeks at the Blessed Trinity Shrine Retreat Center in south Alabama.  While I am there, I will spend time praying, reflecting on our Italy trip, using art supplies to spark new ideas, and trying to pull all that together into something useful for us here at FCC and for people in other congregations.  If that doesn’t sound like it takes 3 months, that’s because there’s lots of time built in for doing laundry and going through the mail so that I don’t return exhausted!
~Pastor Rebecca

A Final Note

You can be part of what Pastor Rebecca will be doing over the summer by participating in our Creative Worship Design Workshops this spring.  While she is gone, our sabbatical interim pastor will lead the congregation in some projects of our own, more directly focused on our renewal movement and evangelism.  We hope to have a contract for the sabbatical interim for the Council to approve this month.  This summer will not be a time for slacking off for anyone.  Rather, it will be a full and rich time of renewal for all of us.  We hope you’ll join in the fun!
