Sabbatical Update

Things You Should be Aware of for Our Sabbatical Summer…

Our Sabbatical Interim Minister, Rev. John Autry, will be working part-time this summer, which will allow the congregation a chance to step up into some leadership roles as well.  It is our hope that this summer will be a good experience for everyone, and that some people might even take advantage of this time to try something new.
Interim working Thursdays through Sundays
John will be working for us Thursdays through Sundays.  We will be renting a furnished apartment in town for him, with money from the Lilly grant so he can stay comfortably overnight.  He will be in the office and available for visits during those days of the week.  He is hoping to visit with most of the congregation during the summer, so be sure to extend an invitation to him.  John will also be leading Bible study during our Adult Study hour on Sunday mornings.  We hope some of you who have not been a part of this class will consider joining this summer.

John is an active minister emeritus at Grace Christian Church in Helena, so he will be back at home during the first part of most weeks, fulfilling his responsibilities there.  If there is an emergency Monday through Wednesday, he will be available if necessary. 
Pause for Prayer on Thursdays – TGOF on break till fall
Because John is working the second half of the week, a couple changes to our schedule will be necessary:  Pause for Prayer will move to Thursday evenings instead of Wednesdays.  People planning meetings should be aware of this change.  Also, we will be putting Thank God On Friday on hiatus for the summer.  We hope this break will give everyone a chance to realize how much you miss TGOF, so that attendance will be record-breaking in the fall!
Elders and others taking on special responsibilities
With a part-time pastor, our Elders will be stepping into more responsibility.  Remember that they are your spiritual leaders, and they are available to help with whatever problems or concerns you may have.  The Elders will be writing the weekly Bible devotions that run in the email newsletter, “Friday Reminders.”  We’re sure you will enjoy their reflections.

We will also be hiring a song leader for the summer (with grant funds), to help you make a joyful noise with confidence on Sunday mornings.  This position will be filled and announced soon.

Secretary working extra hard – Be nice!
Our secretary, Judy Engelhart, will no doubt be working harder this summer.  We ask that you try to keep from over-loading her!  Her hours will remain the same, but she will have added responsibilities and may be working additional hours.  She will be receiving a special summer bonus from our Lilly grant funds to compensate for her additional duties.  
Each month of the summer, there will be a special info sheet in the newsletter, in this very space on the back of the calendar.  It will provide detailed information about who is in charge of what.  Please refer to that directory before calling the office.  You may be able to answer your own question, without bothering Judy!

Where will she be?
In case you were wondering, Pastor Rebecca and Todd have found a local college student who will be house- and cat-sitting for them while they are gone.  Pastor Rebecca will be out of town for all but a few weeks of the summer.  The monthly info sheet (on the back of the calendar) will include information about where she will be during each month.  You are asked not to contact her.  If there is an emergency you think she would want to know about, please contact Sabbatical Oversight Team members Bill Rowland and Anne Phillips.  They will have information about how to contact her.  And remember, she’s coming back!
