Sabbatical Update
Meet Your Sabbatical Interim Minister – Rev. John Autry!

On Wednesday, February 20th, the Sabbatical Oversight Team presented the Rev. John Autry as a candidate for the position of Sabbatical Interim Minister.  The Council enthusiastically approved a Letter of Call (contract) for him to serve in this position.  John retired last Easter as Senior Minister of Grace Christian Church in Helena, where he served for 9 nine years.  He has been a Disciples minister for 25 years and has served in 2 interim positions since retiring from Grace.  Throughout his career, he has pastored 2 large churches and served as organizing minister for 3 new Disciples congregations.  During his tenure at Grace, the membership grew from 25 to more than 300.
John is married to Jeanne Autry, and they have 4 children and 5 grandchildren.  His passions in ministry include church growth, pastoral care and preaching.  Other interests include reading and sports.

During the summer, John will be with us each week from Thursday through Sunday.  Our weekly prayer service will move to Thursday evenings during that time, so that John can be the primary worship leader.  We will be procuring and furnishing an apartment for him to stay in while he’s here.  John will be focused on helping us in our mission to become a spiritually vibrant and growing congregation.

Opportunities to meet the Sabbatical Interim Minister
You will have two opportunities to get to know John Autry during the month of April.  On Sunday, April 6th, we will be having a special worship service and a covered-dish luncheon with a Family Meeting focused on preparing for this summer.  John will be with us for worship and the program that day.  This will give him a chance to see what we’re like as a congregation.  During the Family Meeting, he will share with us a little bit about his vision for the congregation during this sabbatical summer.  We will also be welcoming the Rev. Melanie Barton of Madison, AL, who will be facilitating a conversation during our Family Meeting to help us prepare for the summer.  Rev. Barton will be returning in the fall to help us de-brief our experiences of the sabbatical as well.

On Sunday, April 27th, Rev. Autry will be preaching for us, when Pastor Rebecca is at the Regional Assembly in Mobile.  This will be another opportunity for you to get to know him and to see how his leadership style will fit into our congregation.

New Member of Sabbatical Oversight Team


Lela Davis has joined the Sabbatical Oversight Team, replacing Allen Davis who has resigned.  Lela is a long-time member of our congregation and has served as secretary of the congregation for the past few years.  She represents the Council on this Team.  She is a deacon emerita as well.  We thank Lela for joining Bill Rowland (representing the Elders) and Anne Phillips (representing the Pastoral Relations Team)  in this important leadership role.
