First Christian Church Trivia Challenge

1.  Who serves as a one-man Ministry Team for the Mission C-Team by taking our non-perishable food items to Sister Mary and Community Enabler?
2.  What General Ministry is being dissolved, by action of the General Assembly?
3.  Where was our church located before we moved to our present building?
4.  What year was our elevator dedicated “For your use and to the glory of God”?
Answers – Don’t look until you’ve guessed!





1. Bill Davis. 2. Church Finance Council. 3. On 11th Street between Wilmer and Quintard. 4. 1976.
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Congregational Retreat ~ September 7th & 8th ( ♥
Our Annual Congregational Retreat will be held Friday, September 7th from 6:00-8:00 pm and Saturday, September 8th from 2:00-8:00 pm.  It is vitally important that all members of the congregation be present for this Retreat.  The theme this year will be “Christ is Knocking.” ( (
Like last year, we will begin Friday night with a covered-dish supper and a worship service to focus our hearts on the tasks of the next day.  Saturday afternoon will be much like last year, with prayer and activity stations that you work through at your own pace.  We will then share a meal provided by the Fellowship Team ($5 donation requested) and then have a visioning session.  The Retreat will conclude with a service to ask God’s blessing on our covenants. ( (
Our church is at a crucial crossroads.  Before us lie the path of commitment, sacrifice and growth, and the path of hoping-someone-else-will-take-care-of-things, which leads to death.  During this Retreat, each person will be asked to make a covenant with the congregation regarding your role in our future.  Please join us to pray, to listen for Christ’s call, to celebrate our blessings, and to commit to the future God has in store for First Christian Church!  A sign-up sheet is in the Friendship Room to give us a head-count for Saturday’s meal. ( ( 
Dates to Remember:
Sat., Sept. 1 ~ Lightbulb Day ~ 9:00 am ♥
Fri. & Sat., Sept. 7-8 ~ Congregational Retreat ♥ (
Fri., Sept. 14 ~ Thank God On Friday service ~ 5:30 pm ♥ ( !!
Sun., Sept. 23 ~ Storytelling during Fellowship Time ♥ (

“Unbinding the Gospel” ( ♥
All congregational leaders and all members are strongly encouraged to join the Sunday Morning Adult Study beginning Sept. 16th, to study the book “Unbinding the Gospel”.  Now is the time to devote ourselves to praying about and practicing evangelism.  Come learn how! (
In order to give adequate time to our study, we will begin at 9:30 for the length of this class.  Those who do not already have a copy of the book should order one, for a cost of $20, by Sept. 9th. (
Worship Design Workshop (
Our first Creative Worship Design Workshop will begin this month.  This is an opportunity to learn how to create the kinds of worship experiences we have shared on Ash Wednesdays, Maundy Thursdays and other special occasions.  We will meet about twice a month, with assignments in between.  The group will choose meeting times based on their own schedules. (
The first workshop will create a service for Advent.  Another workshop will begin in November to plan Ash Wednesday.  Please speak with Pastor Rebecca if you have questions or if you think you might be interested in participating.  There is no charge for church members for this special learning opportunity.  Groups will be limited to six people each. (
Fall Book Drive (
The Mission Coordinating Team announces a Fall Book Drive.  Rachel Gail Abad is a friend of Pastor Rebecca’s who was a fellow participant in a mission trip ten years ago.  She lives in the Philippines, where literacy is a huge challenge.  Throughout the month of September, we invite you to bring in new and gently used books for a literacy center Rachel is building in Palawan, the remote island she grew up on.  We ask that you keep in mind shipping costs, and bring only lightweight books.  Thank you for sharing the gift of reading with your brothers and sisters in Christ across the ocean! (
 Young Women’s Gathering (
Our second Young Women’s Gathering will be held Saturday, Sept. 22nd from 5:00-7:00 in the Fellowship Hall.  All young women are encouraged to come and make new friends, in an atmosphere of prayer and caring.  If you will need childcare, please let Pastor Rebecca know.  It is our hope to gather monthly. ( !!
TGOF! ~ Sept. 14th (
Remember to come Thank God On Friday (TGOF!).  Come straight from work or play, just as you are.  You can arrive anytime between 5:30 and 6:00.  Come and bring your friends and neighbors! ( !!
Church in Covenant Opportunities and News
Reconciliation Offering – Sundays, September 23 & 30 (


As a denomination, the Disciples have made a commitment to being an anti-racism, pro-reconciling church.  One of the ways we express our dedication to eliminating the scars and wounds of racism is through the Reconciliation Offering, received each fall.  This is an over-and-above gift you can give that will go to support activities and programs that are designed to teach people about the effects and mechanisms of racism and to help us overcome this societal sin.  Half of our gifts to the Reconciliation Offering will stay in Alabama-Northwest Florida where they support grants given to congregations.  Our congregation has received monies from this grant source to help with the costs of providing lunches to Habitat workers.  Please give generously on Sept. 23rd & 30th! (
Register Now for Regional Women’s Retreat – Oct. 5-7 (


Registration forms for this fall’s Regional Women’s Retreat are now available.  The Retreat will be held at Hargis Camp in Chelsea, Friday-Sunday, Oct. 5-7.  Brenda Etheridge, former president of the International Christian Women’s Fellowship will be the keynote speaker.  The theme this year is “Come to the Table.”  The cost is $100 before 9/20 and then $110.  Some of our women will be going for the whole retreat, but others will be going just for the day on Saturday.  One-day registration is $35, plus meal costs. ( !!
Regional Prayer Calendar


In 2007, we will continue to send cards with our prayer blessings to our partner churches in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  Living into our calling to be a covenantal church, we collect prayer concerns from these partner churches as we hold them in prayer each week.  In the summer, we also lift up clergy in non-congregational ministries.  The Prayer Calendar for September is:

Sept. 2:  First Christian Church, Huntsville, AL – Bob Stegall, Beth Thomason, Kristi Hill
   Betty Wright, Regional Staff for Women’s Ministries
Sept. 9:  Eutaw Christian Church, Eutaw, AL – Milford Walters
   James Clifford, Hospice Bereavement Coordinator/Chaplain, Birmingham, AL
Sept. 16:  Braggs Christian Church, Minter, AL – Joe Crook, Board Chair

Pat Parvin, Board Chairperson, National Benevolent Association, St. Louis, MO
Sept. 23:  Cloverdale Christian Church, Montgomery, AL – Tommy Morgan
Sept. 30:  First Christian Church, Pensacola, FL – Gary West

From the Pastor’s Pen…
Sometimes it is hard to be in ministry.  Sometimes it is hard to be part of a church, especially in a leadership position.  Many of you know the sort of challenges and stresses I’m talking about.  The leaders of our congregation have been working very hard recently, trying to chart a faithful path into the future.  It is clear that God is calling our church to grow.  We have been faced with a financial reality that makes such a call feel a bit desperate.  
But underneath that, it is clear that we have reached an exciting moment when we have the chance to ask God to help us accomplish what has so far felt impossible.  Sometimes it’s a good thing to be called to something you cannot do on your own.  It has a way of maturing one’s faith.
Through all this stress and the feeling that we’re not sure what to do, I find that it helps to remember that “underneath are the everlasting arms.” (Deut. 33:27 KJV)  God is the one that holds the future, and God will not fail us.  No matter what happens, no matter what this church looks like in a year, God’s Good News will still be Good.
love, Pastor Rebecca
p.s. See you in church!
One + One + One Key

( = You    ( = Church    ( = World

!! = Bring a friend!
Service Schedules ♥
September Meetings (  

Mission – Tue., Sept. 4, 5:30
Elders – Sun., Sept. 9, 12:30

Stewardship – Mon., Sept. 10, 5:30
Fellowship – Tue., Sept. 11, 2:00
Spiritual Form. – Tue., Sept. 11, 5:00
Elders (:





Sept. 2:  Anne Phillips
Sept. 9:  Judy Bell
Sept. 16:  Marie Bittle
Sept. 23:  Robert Soleman
Sept. 30:  Mary Elizabeth Johnson
Communion Set-Up/Service (:


Tristan Frintner
Fellowship Hosts (:



Sept. 2:  Lynn Davis
Sept. 9:  Anne Phillips
Sept. 16:  CWF
Sept. 23:
Sept. 30
Liturgists (:





Sept. 2:  Tristan Frintner
Sept. 9:  Brooke Sparks
Sept. 16:  Bill Rowland
Sept. 23: Mary Elizabeth Johnson
Sept. 30:  Allen Davis
Nursery/Children’s Church (:

Sept 2:  Janna S. / Anne P.
Sept. 9:  Marie B. / Dick B.
Sept 16:  Susan R. / Karen D.
Sept. 23:  Lori H. / Marie B.
Sept. 30:  Trace S. / Janna S.
Christian Women’s Fellowship News (
CWF will meet Sunday, Sept. 16th in the Fellowship Hall.  Marie Bittle will present the program.  All women are invited to come and bring a friend. ( 
Storytelling Sunday, Sept. 23 ♥
The Spiritual Formation Team is beginning a new monthly series.  One Sunday a month, during Fellowship Time, a church member will be invited to share a story of their faith and their involvement in our church.  Plan to be present on Sunday, September 23rd when Bill Rowland shares a story. (
Lightbulb Day – 9/1 ♥
All who can help are invited to come out for Lightbulb Day, on Saturday, Sept. 1st, when we will be trying to replace every burnt-out bulb on the church property.  This will include outside lightposts, sanctuary lighting, attic lights in the Fellowship Hall and more.  We need your help!  We will begin at 9:00 am.  See Allen Davis for more info. (
Int’l Day of Peace (

You are invited to leave your porch light on all night on Sept. 21st, in honor and prayer for International Day of Peace, a UN holiday.
Singing Group resumes (


The Singing Group will resume meeting Wednesdays after “Pause for Prayer,” at 6:00.  This group is open to anyone who likes to sing.  They explore new music and occasionally prepare songs to sing in worship. (
“Praying the Psalms” Group (
“Praying the Psalms” is back on its regular schedule.  They meet twice a month on Mondays at 5:30 to discuss a Psalm and how it relates to our lives.  This Spiritual Growth Group is open to anyone who would like to join.  Members take turns leading the sessions, with the help of an outline and two books.  Marie Bittle is the facilitator. (
Ecumenical Book Group (
Ecumenical Book Group will begin on Tuesday, Sept. 11th, in the Fellowship Hall.  They will be reading “The Language of God” by Francis Collins.  It is the story of how this scientist, who heads the Human Genome Project, came to faith.  They will meet each Tuesday at noon.  All are welcome. (
Novels Group to resume (
The Novels Group will resume on Monday, September 24th at 1:00 pm.  They will be reading “A Thousand Splendid Suns” by Khaled Hosseini.  Suzanne Hobbs will be leading this session.  New members are encouraged to join.  They will meet each Monday at 1:00 pm till the book is done. (
Nominating Team to begin work this Month ♥



In our trial ministry structure, the Nominating Team is made up of the Spiritual Formation Coordinating Team and 2 additional members who are not currently serving on the Council.  This year’s Team will include SFC Team members Judy Bell, Marie Bittle, and Lynn Davis, plus Robert Soleman and Colin Green.  They will meet on Tuesday, Sept. 11th at 5:00 to begin this important process of praying and calling.  If you are especially interested in serving in a specific position in the church, please contact one of them.  We thank these five people for their service! (
Continuing Discernment about Communion ♥ (


All through the summer, we have been receiving communion by intinction.  This suggestion came from the Revitalization Team, which officially concluded its work, with the appreciation of the Council, on August 15th.  The Elders have taken on responsibility for future decisions about how communion will work.  A survey was taken on Sunday, August 12th to determine the congregation’s preferences.  Intinction was preferred by about a 2-to-1 margin.  That does leave a substantial minority that prefer communion being served in the pews.  We considered having communion in the pews once a month, but decided that might increase rather than decrease the uncertain and chaotic feeling that detracts from the reverence of the Lord’s Supper.  Thus, we decided to continue having communion by intinction for the rest of the year, at which point we will check in again and see how people are reacting to that. ( (
Sharing about Stewardship ~ “Holy, Transformed, Renewed” ♥
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God – what is good and acceptable and perfect.” ~ Romans 12:1-2
“Holy, Transformed, Renewed” is the theme of our Stewardship Campaign this fall.  This is a crucial time in the history of our church.  We face important decisions about what our church will become.  The important thing to remember is that they are our decisions, not someone else’s.  As GMP Sharon Watkins reminds us, “We are the ones we have been waiting for.”  Sometimes we reassure ourselves that “somehow” our financial challenges always work out.  This time, “somehow” is us.  Only by each of us stepping up to this financial challenge will we have the blessing of facing the larger spiritual challenge of true growth through evangelism.  When you receive your appeal from the Stewardship Coordinating Team, please consider it a call to fervent prayer about what sacrifice you can make in this important time.  You are a blessing! (
