Motorcycle Churches

Wes Seliger is an unconventional Episcopal clergyman who loves motorcycles. He tells about being in a motorcycle shop one day, drooling over a huge Honda 750 and wishing that he could buy it. A salesman came over and began to talk about his product.  He talked about speed, acceleration, excitement, the attention-getting growl of the pipes, racing, and risk.


Then he discovered that Wes was a minister. It always happens, doesn’t it?  Immediately the salesman changed his language and even the tone of his voice.  He spoke quietly and talked about good mileage and visibility.  It was indeed a “practical” vehicle.


Wes observed:  “Lawnmower salespersons are not surprised to find clergypersons looking at their merchandise; motorcycle salespersons are.  Why?  Does this tell us something about clergypersons and about the church?


Lawnmowers are slow, safe, sane, practical, and middle-class.  Motorcycles are fast, dangerous, wild, thrilling.”  Then Wes asks a question:  “Is being a Christian more like mowing a lawn or like riding a motorcycle?  Is the Christian life safe and sound or dangerous and exciting?  He concludes, “The common image of the church is pure lawnmower—slow, deliberate, plodding.  Our task is to take the church out on the open road, give it the gas, and see what the old baby will do!”

Is our church a lawn mower church or a motorcycle church?  Do we need to take more risks for God?                                                 ~ copied from another newsletter
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Welcome
Home

Rebecca

and Todd

Dates to Remember:
Sun.,  Sept. 14  ~  Deacon meeting, 12:00, Lunch provided ( ♥ 
Tues., Sept. 9 ~ Ecumenical Book Group begins 12:00  ( ♥ (
Sun., Sept. 21 & 28 ~ Reconciliation Special Offering ( ♥ (
Weddings ~ September 20th and 27th  (see inside)
A Great Big

Thank You

to our

Sabbatical Interim Minister
Rev. John Autry

· (
Also a Great Big

Thank You 

to ALL the members 

of the Congregation.

You did it! 

You survived the Sabbatical!
( (
Praying the Psalms ( ( !!

Praying the Psalms will meet on September 8th and 22nd at 5:30 at the church.  Come and bring a friend!! 

Faith is not

the absence of doubt

but the presence

of action.

Pause for Prayer on Wednesdays

Pause for Prayer returns to Wednesday evenings on September 3.  Come and let us hear the whisper of God.   ( !!
Ecumenical Book Group 
( ( (  !!
This fall we will read and discuss Mountains Beyond Mountains (about a doctor’s work in Haiti) by Tracy Kidder.  We will meet on Tuesdays at noon beginning on Sept. 9 and end with our celebration on 
Dec. 16.   
Adult Sunday School Class 
We meet in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings at 9:30.  During September we will share our stories from the summer.  Pastor Rebecca will have many questions for you and will share about her summer including showing pictures from Italy.  This time is for everyone.    Please join us!   ( !!
Church in Covenant Opportunities and News

“Can You Hear Me Now?  Discerning God’s Voice” is the theme of the Women’s Fall Retreat to be held at YMCA Hargis Retreat, October 3-5.  Resource Leader is Betty Brewer-Calvert, Director of Women’s Ministries for the Christian Church in Georgia. 

Activities include:  Friday night Vesper service, Friday night S’mores by the Fire, Workshops on Meditation and Psalm Writing, Global Ministries presentation, craft session, retreat choir, silent auction, Saturday night activity:  “Name That Tune,” Sunday morning worship, and former cabinet member, Mary Morrow, will lead a discussion of the book, “The Shack” by William P. Young.  
Early bird registration fee before September 20 is $100.00.  After that date the registration fee is $110.  Tee shirts are available for $10.  Application forms for the retreat are on the Church Family Table.  Call the church office at 236-1316 to order a shirt ((one form will include the total number of shirts ordered).  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
THANK YOU

I would like to thank everyone for all your help and support this summer.  In most cases, items were turned in to me well in advance of when needed, which allowed me to work on things as I had time.  
I enjoyed reading all the devotionals written by the elders.  I plan to take the leftover copies of their devotionals and fix them into booklets and put them back on the Church Family Table for you to take one.

It is a joy for me to work for and with this congregation.  You are a great bunch 
of people.   ( (
Judy
From the Pastor’s Pen…
Just about a year ago, I was meeting with church leaders to discuss the future of our congregation.  We listened to a song by Quaker singer Carrie Newcomer:  “I’ll go too. … Don’t go alone; I’ll walk with you.  I’ll go too.”  Though the future was uncertain at that point, we were reminded that God goes with us through all things. 
Look how far we have come!  I know that God has been with you all in the last three months, and God has certainly been present with me as well.  I am so excited to hear about everything that happened over the summer at FCC.  I feel almost like a new pastor, coming to get to know you again for the first time.
As we move into this season of commitments, both for leadership and for financial support for 2009, I pray that God’s presence will bless everything we have learned and experienced this summer.
See you soon.  Peace, 

Rebecca

One + One + One Key

( = You    ( = Church    ( = World

!! = Bring a friend!

Service Schedules ♥

September Meetings (  
Stewardship – Wed., Sept. 3, 6:00

Elders – Sun., Sept. 7, 12:30 pm
Fellowship – Wed., Sept. 10, 6:00  
Deacons – Sun., Sept. 14, 12:15
Spiritual Formation –  Wed., Sept. 17, 6:00
Elders (:





Sept. 7:    Anne Phillips
Sept. 14:  Judy Bell

Sept. 21:  Robert Soleman

Sept. 28:  Marie Bittle

Communion Set-Up/Service (:

Sept. 7:    Brooke Sparks/Janna S.
Sept. 14:  Arlan Roszell/Joanne Wells
Sept. 21:  Kenny & Lori Hays
Sept. 28:  Nancy & Colin Green 
Fellowship Hosts (:



Sept. 7:
Sept. 14:  CWF
Sept. 21:

Sept. 28:

Liturgists(:

Sept. 7:   Suzy Spiceland
Sept. 14:  Bill Rowland
Sept. 21:  Colin Green
Sept. 28:  Joanne Wells
Floater/Pre-School/CC (: _____
Sept. 7:    Karen/Brooke/Suzy 
Sept. 14:  Dick/Lori/Marie
Sept. 21:  Trace/Brooke/Janna
Sept. 28:  Suzy/Lori/Laura
Christian Women’s Fellowship News (
CWF will meet Sept. 14 at 1:00 pm at the church.  All women are invited to come and bring a friend to this meeting. ( !!
Thank You  
 To all who brought School Supplies and to all who brought food for our Food Drive in August.  Your support of others in our community is one of the greatest strengths of our church.   ( ( (   
School Supplies Received:
47 packs of notebook paper

20 folders

16 packs of pencils

16 boxes of crayons
  9 bound notebooks

  9 packs of pens

  7 glues

  6 three-ring notebooks

  6 packs of erasers

  4 pair of scissors

  3 highlighters

  1 pack of colored pencils

  1 pencil sharpener

  1 roll of tape

  1 pack of Chlorox wipes

  1 pencil box

  1 pack of rubber bands 
You are cordially invited to the Wedding of 

Lindsey Roszell 
and 

Matt Sledge

September 27

5:00 pm

First Christian Church

Reception at the home of the Roszell’s

4349 Whites Gap Road

Jacksonville, AL

____________________________________
Because you have shared in their lives
by your friendship and love

You are invited to share

this day with 

Tiffany Lee Daniel

And

Shawne Matthew Greene

as they pledge their lives as one

on the twentieth day of September

Two thousand and eight

at Five O’Clock

in the evening at the 

JSU Alumni House
Sharing about Stewardship:  Reconciliation Special Offering (( (     
“COME to the TABLE” Become the Gift of Reconciliation

The table is a central image to our understanding of ourselves as Disciples.  The table is the place where we are drawn together as invited guests.  The table is a place of invitation, conversation, and transformation.  The table is where we are called to become the gift of reconciliation!

When we gather to receive the bread and the cup, God challenges us to examine ourselves and the sin that separates us from full participation in the one body of Christ.  The table is a reminder that we are to actively seek healing, wholeness, and true community in the midst of division and hostility in our society and world.  The call of reconciliation is the call of World Communion Sunday; a call for Christian unity which begins at the Lord’s Table. 
Your gift to the Reconciliation Ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) will empower others to come to the table and become the gift of reconciliation.  We will receive our Reconciliation Special Offering on September 21st and 28th.
Regional Prayer Calendar


In 2008, we will continue to send cards with our prayer blessings to our partner churches in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  Living into our calling to be a covenantal church, we collect prayer concerns from these partner churches as we hold them in prayer each week.  The Prayer Calendar for July, August, and September includes pastors who are serving in places of ministry other than churches.  For Sept.:
Sept. 7:      Eutaw Christian Church, Eutaw, AL – Milford Walters, Minister
                  John Mobley, Regional Minister
Sept. 14:    Braggs Christian Church, Minter, AL – Joe Crook, Board Chair
                   Jim Clifford, Hospice Bereavement Coordinator/Chaplain, B’ham
Sept. 21:     Cloverdale Christian Church, Montgomery, AL – Tommy Morgan
                   Pat Parvin, Board Chair, National Benevolent Assn, St. Louis, MO 

Sept. 28:     First Christian Church, Pensacola, FL – Frank Brooks, Interim
                   Scott Bowen, Baptist Health System, Birmingham
