First Christian Church Trivia Challenge

1.  Who was the youth representative on the Search Committee for our current pastor?
2.  How many work groups are the Disciples hoping to send to the Gulf Coast between September 2006 and August 2008?
3.  Whom does the chandelier in the front sanctuary entrance memorialize?
4.  Where was communion prepared before the Fellowship Hall was built?
Answers – Don’t look until you’ve guessed!





1. Lindsey Roszell. 2. 750, and we’re already 70% there!. 3. Effie Bailey. 4. In the little room between the Fellowship Hall hallway and the sanctuary.
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Our Growing Season is Here! ( ♥
After a couple months of conversation among our congregation’s leadership, those present at the Congregational Retreat last month made the decision to move forward boldly into God’s future, committing to growth and renewal.  These are exciting times! ( (
It is not yet clear exactly what our new initiative will look like or what it will be called, but certain goals have risen up as God’s purpose for First Christian Church in this time.  They include:  1) maintaining the spiritual vitality and dedication to service that we have been developing through the past few years; 2)  achieving financial stability; and 3) growing our membership by actively seeking out those in our community who need a church home like ours in order to deepen their relationship with God. ( (
Many efforts will be part of this larger renewal initiative, including our 2008 stewardship campaign and the evangelism class currently being offered as our Adult Study.  There is a way for you to get involved.  If you can’t figure out what that is, please consult with Pastor Rebecca.  It is our hope to bring some more concrete descriptions of our plans for the future to the Council in November.  In the meantime, please hold this new movement in your prayers! ( ( 
Dates to Remember:
Sun., Oct. 7 ~ World Communion Sunday ~ 11:00 am ( !!
Fri., Oct. 12 ~ Thank God On Friday service ~ 5:30 pm ( ♥ !!
Sun., Oct. 14 ~ Consecration Sunday ~ 11:00 am ( ♥
Sat., Oct. 27 ~ Church Picnic at Oxford Lake ~ 10-3 ( ♥ !!

Holy, Transformed, Renewed
Consecration Sunday ~ Oct. 14th
As part of our decision to follow God into the future, we have kicked off our 2008 Stewardship Campaign.  With the leadership of the Stewardship Coordinating Team, it is our hope to produce a balanced budget for 2008.  This will require a substantial increase in giving to be communicated through our Estimate of Giving Cards. ( (
We will ask God’s blessings on our plans and turn in our Estimate of Giving Cards in worship on Sunday, October 14th.  After worship, the congregation is invited to a celebration meal.  Please make a point of being present October 14th. (
Church Picnic ~ Oct. 27th !!
The Fellowship Coordinating Team invites you to join us for a Fall Church Picnic on Saturday, October 27th from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm at Oxford Lake.  We have reserved Pavilion #5 for our use.  A sign-up sheet for food and drinks will be on the Church Family Table.  It is our hope that this new location will be easier for families with children and will make us more visible to our community. Come for whatever part of the day you can.  Make sure to invite some friends! ( ( !!
Ministerial Appreciation Month
October is Ministerial Appreciation Month, and FCC will be celebrating it in a variety of ways.  As we prepare for a season of renewal, we will use this month to celebrate our past, current, and future pastors. ( 
Each Sunday, we will hear a brief story of appreciation for one of these servant-leaders.  On Sunday, October 21st, during our monthly story-telling time, we invite you to come with a happy memory of a particular former pastor to share. (
On Sunday, October 28th, we will receive a special offering of appreciation for our past, current and future pastors.  The first $100 of this special offering will go to fulfill our pledge to the Pension Fund’s Heartbeats of Faith Campaign, which is designed to secure health care for the ministers of our church.  The remaining portion of this special offering will go to support the regular ministries of FCC. (
 Worship Opportunities (

Don’t forget that you have two opportunities besides Sunday to join  fellow Christians in worship at FCC.  Please join us for TGOF on October 12th at 5:30 and Pause for Prayer each Wednesday at 5:00.  Maybe one of these services is exactly what a friend of yours needs right now. ( !!
Church in Covenant Opportunities and News
World Communion Sunday bringing much celebration October 7th!

On Sunday, October 7th, we will be enjoying numerous celebrations at First Christian, Anniston.  First of all, World Communion Sunday is an important event all on its own, as churches throughout the world gather for the Lord’s Supper.  Because congregations that only have communion on the first Sunday of the month or the first Sunday of each quarter will also be celebrating that Sunday, it is one of the days when the most people gather at the Table.  We will mark this important day with special music and a global approach to communion.
October 7th also brings some anniversaries to FCC, Anniston.  It is the sixth anniversary of Pastor Rebecca’s arrival at FCC which we will celebrate later in the month as part of Ministerial Appreciation Month, and the beginning of October is also the second anniversary of José Matos’ and Ana Rivera’s arrival as pastors of Iglésia Cristiana.  

As part of their anniversary celebration, Iglésia will be having a special service to open their Charter.  This is a ceremony in which the founding members sign their names to an official document, which officially marks the beginning of the congregation.  The Charter will remain open for a year or so as new members join.  When it is closed, they will become an official congregation of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  Our congregation has received an official invitation to this special service, which begins at 2:00 pm.  Rev. Dr. Huberto Pimentel of Indianapolis, the National Pastor for Hispanic Ministries for the Disciples, will be the guest preacher.
Regional Prayer Calendar


In 2007, we will continue to send cards with our prayer blessings to our partner churches in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  Living into our calling to be a covenantal church, we collect prayer concerns from these partner churches as we hold them in prayer each week.  The Prayer Calendar for October is:
Oct. 7:  Madison Christian Church, Madison, AL – Dan Barton
Oct. 14:  First Christian Church, Robertsdale, AL – Tom Stephenson
Oct. 21:  Grace Christian Church, Helena, AL – Harold Dowler & Phyllis Kirk
Oct. 28:  First Christian Church, Montgomery, AL – Susan Diamond

From the Pastor’s Pen…
The morning this newsletter was set to go to press, a big envelope arrived from Indianapolis.  I was almost afraid to open it, since it was clearly going to tell me, one way or another, if we had received the “big grant” for my sabbatical next summer.
But frightening things must be faced, and sometimes, they don’t turn out as bad as you’d feared – We got the grant!  I’m finding it a little hard to breathe as I write this.  It’s been a long wait since we turned in the application, and a lot has happened in the meantime.
But we have committed to having this sabbatical, and I think it will be a wonderful time of renewal and growing for all of us.  What a gift you are to me, and your willingness to have this happen is icing on the cake!  I truly believe this time can be an important experience for our congregation, a time when lay leaders will step into new roles and discover new gifts they can share.

Let us give thanks to God for this wonderful opportunity!  (And to the Lilly Endowment as well…)  And let us move into the future with bold hope in God’s providence.
love, Pastor Rebecca
p.s. See you in church!
One + One + One Key

( = You    ( = Church    ( = World

!! = Bring a friend!
Service Schedules ♥
October Meetings (  

Partnership – Tue., Oct. 2, 5:00

Fellowship – TBA 

Mission – Tue., Oct. 16, 5:00
Spiritual Form. – Thu., Oct. 18, 5:30

Elders – Sun., Oct. 21, 12:30

Stewardship – Tue., Oct. 23, 5:30

Trustees – Sun., Oct. 28, 12:30
Kids Ministries. – Sun., Oct. 28, 12:30
Elders (:





Oct. 7:  Anne Phillips
Oct. 14:  Judy Bell
Oct. 21:  Robert Soleman
Oct. 28:  Marie Bittle
Communion Set-Up/Service (:


Trace Smith
Fellowship Hosts (:



Oct. 7:  Anne Phillips
Oct. 14:  Celebration Luncheon
Oct. 21:  Hazel Davis
Oct. 28:  Marie Bittle
Liturgists (:





Oct. 7:  Colin Green
Oct. 14:  Robert Soleman
Oct. 21:  Marie Bittle
Oct. 28:  Anne Phillips
Nursery/Children’s Church (:

Oct. 7:  Janna S. / Dick B.
Oct. 14:  Marie B. / Anne P.
Oct. 21:  Brooke S./ Karen D.
Oct. 28:  Susan R. / Janna S.
Christian Women’s Fellowship News (
CWF will meet Thursday, October 11th at the home of Joanne Wells.  Anne Phillips will present the program.  All women are invited to come and bring a friend.  Those who live in town will meet at Pastor Rebecca’s at 5:30 to carpool. ( 
Work Day -- Oct. 20 ♥
 All hands on deck for our Work Day, Saturday, October 20th!  We’ll begin at 9:00 am.  We’ll be doing cleaning, organizing, landscaping, and small repairs.  Please come and help out! (
Children’s Ministries Meeting ♥
Everyone who works with the nursery and/or Children’s Church is asked to attend a re-organizing meeting after worship on Sunday, October 28th.  We will be discussing the timing, the rotation, and the curriculum, as well as hearing your thoughts and ideas.  Please come! (
Our Website ♥
Have you told your friends about our website, www.fccanniston.org?  It’s a great way for people to learn more about us.  Visit today! (
October Food Drive (
On Sunday, October 28th, we ask all members and friends to bring non-perishable food items to worship for our local food pantries.  The Mission Coordinating Team will be holding these mini-food drives occasionally to help keep this need foremost in our minds.  We will give you a wallet reminder the week before.  You’ll want to have something to share when the kids roll the cart by! (
Young Women’s Gathering (
All young women connected to FCC are invited to join our Young Women’s Gathering.  We meet monthly for dinner and conversation.  Last month, we even discussed the possibilities of reading a book together or going out for some fun!  We will meet again, Saturday, Oct. 22nd from 5:00-7:00 in the Fellowship Hall.  Let us know if you will need child care. (
Co-Ed Bible Study? (

Many people are finding their spiritual needs met by our current Spiritual Growth Groups.  However, the need for a co-ed or couples Bible study has been raised.  If you have interest in this possibility, please let Lynn Davis of the Spiritual Formation C-Team or Pastor Rebecca know. (
Update from the Trustees ♥
At a meeting on August 21st, the Trustees elected a new chair, Bill Rowland.  Arlan Roszell continues as vice-chair.  The other Trustees currently serving are Judy Bell, Sara Carter, Bill Davis and Ted Waldrep.  They agreed to have regular meetings every other month unless there is no business needing attention.  They will be meeting after worship on Sunday, October 28th. (
At the August meeting, it was agreed that Bill Rowland should make arrangements to list the properties in Talladega County that have been donated in recent years with a real estate agent.  The Trustees also took up an assignment from the Council.  At the May Council meeting a recommendation from the Spiritual Formation Team was approved to ask the Trustees to develop a policy to deal with accusations of abuse within the congregation.  After a report from those who attended a Regional workshop in the spring, the Spiritual Formation team saw this as a prudent companion to the “Safe Church” policy passed last year, and the Council agreed that such a policy should be addressed by the Trustees.  Trustee Judy Bell agreed to develop a draft of a policy that the Trustees can work on in the coming months.  That draft is now in the hands of the Trustees and will be discussed at their meeting this month.  Anyone wishing to comment may request a copy of the draft. (
Sharing about Stewardship ~ “Holy, Transformed, Renewed” ♥
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God – what is good and acceptable and perfect.” ~ Romans 12:1-2
Part of the call to renewal that our congregation has taken on is a stronger commitment to financial support for our ministries.  This is crucial right now and for 2008 and beyond.  During our Retreat, members were urged to prayerfully consider increasing their giving by 20% to match the costs of our ministry as it is currently being carried out.  Already, we are seeing the fruits of this new call.  Giving was up in September, and we hope that these increases will continue and not turn out to be one-time responses to a stated need.  We hope that all members will discern what sacrifice they can make to increase their giving for 2008, and that you will join us in preparing for the future by turning in an Estimate of Giving card on October 14th. (
