First Christian Church Trivia Challenge

1.  Who recently won 2 medals at the regional finals of the Science Olympiad?
2.  What Disciples scholar was just called to become the new president of Union Theological Seminary in New York City?
3.  How do they decide what day Easter will be?
4.  In what year was a Mr. Crowder permitted to plant peas on the church grounds, but the janitor instructed to keep cows off the property?
Answers – Don’t look until you’ve guessed!





1. Lacy Frintner.  2. Rev. Dr. Serene Jones, sister of Rev. Verity Jones, editor of Disciples World.
3. It’s the first Sunday after the first full moon after the spring equinox.  4. 1924.
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The Journey Toward Easter Continues… (
We continue on our journey together through Lent, knowing that beyond the seeming finality of the Cross, lies the promise of Resurrection.  We will continue with our dramatic presentations of the gospel lessons, our interactive sermon series and our “Following Jesus” class through March 16th.  It is our prayer to come through this journey with a stronger sense of God’s calling to us as a faith community. ( ( !!
Easter Preparations and Activities
(  Order Easter Lilies now, in memory or honor of loved ones.  All orders must be in by Monday, March 10th at noon.  Lilies are $8,  Order envelopes on the Fellowship or Church Family Table.  Or call the office at 236-1316. 
(  We are asking for donations of candy for our Easter Egg Hunt, March 2-16.  We will stuff the eggs after worship on March 16th. 
(  We will again welcome Easter morning in partnership with Iglésia Cristiana, at our Early Service at 8:30 am.  We will go outside only if it’s really warm.

(  After the Early Service, we’ll have an Easter Egg hunt for kids and breakfast for everyone at 9:15.  At 10:00, we will gather around to hear some stories of new life in our congregation.

!!  Our Easter Celebration is a great time to bring a friend.  This is a time when some people are more open to invitations.  Plan now whom to ask! ( ( !!
Dates to Remember:
Fri., Mar. 7 ~ TGOF w/ World Day of Prayer ~ 5:30 pm ( ♥ ( !!
Sat., Mar. 15 ~ Young Adult Potluck ~ 5:00 pm ( ♥
Sun., Mar. 23 ~ EASTER! ~8:30 am ( ♥ !!
Sat., Mar. 29 ~ Work Day  ~ 8:00 am – 4:00 pm ♥ 

Creative Worship Design Workshop 
Journey thru Shadows (
The Creative Worship Design class has been working on a special Holy Week service for the congregation.  You are invited to come on Holy Thursday (Mar. 20th) to participate in this enrichment of our Lenten journey.  The service will begin at 6:30 pm, but the church will be open for individual prayer and meditation from 5:30 on. ( 

Participants in this Creative Worship Design Class include Marie Bittle, Brooke Sparks and Suzy Spiceland.  The next class will begin in April, and will be focused on creating a service for June 1st, when we welcome our Sabbatical Interim Minister and say good-bye-for-now to Pastor Rebecca.  The class schedule is set based on who is participating.  See Rebecca for info. (
Adult Study for Spring (
“Following Jesus” continues through March 16th.  On Easter, our Study Hour will be a special event.  Beginning April 6th, we will have an 8-week class on worship, with a primary focus on communion. (
Everyone is welcome to join this class.  We meet each Sunday at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  Join us! (
WORK DAY FOR ALL! ♥
The Stewardship Coordinating Team, in partnership with the Spiritual Formation Coordinating Team, announces an ALL-CHURCH WORK DAY!!!  Saturday, March 29th, 8:00 am – 4:00 pm. (
You need to be here!  All sorts of exciting things are going to happen.  The primary goal is a renovation of the Education Wing.  We will be prepping the walls and painting them.  We will be cleaning up and re-arranging the movable walls in the Fellowship Hall.  We will be doing some landscaping, including fixing up the playground.  Various repairs will be accomplished as well. (
Iglésia Cristiana folks will be joining us for this important day.  Lunch will be served.  See below for additional ways you can help. (
Donations Needed for Ed Wing
The following items will be needed for our renovations of the Education Wing.  If you have any of these items, please bring them in so we can see if they will work.

Shelving unit(s); baskets for storage; CD player; high chair; toy box; new toy kitchen set; other toys in good condition; 2 playground swings; paint; cork stripping for walls; mulch; Lysol spray and first aid items. (
Church in Covenant Opportunities and News
Regional Camps Held Same Week – June 9-13 – at Hargis


Most of our Regional Youth Camps will be held the same week this summer, June 9-13.  This allows for sharing of certain staff people, such as a camp nurse and a lifeguard.  Junior Camp is for 4th and 5th graders.  Chi Rho Camp is for 6th-8th graders, and CYF Conference is for 9th-12th graders.  Discovery Camp, for 2nd and 3rd graders, will be the weekend before, June 7-9.  All of those camps will be held at Hargis Camp in Chelsea.  A Fine Arts Camp will also be offered for 6th-12th, June 22-27, at Noah’s Ark Center in Panama City, FL.  The cost for all week-long camps is $210, but the church will pay half and scholarships are available.  Discovery Camp is $125.  See Pastor Rebecca for more information about registration, scholarships, or counseling. ( 
Regional Assembly to be Held in Mobile, April 25-27 – Delegates Needed
The theme of the 2008 Regional Assembly for the Christian Church in Alabama – Northwest Florida is “And You Shall Be My Witnesses.”  The Regional church will gather at Azalea Hills Christian Church in Mobile for this exciting weekend of worship, learning and fellowship.  Featured speakers include former general moderator Rev. William Lee, Phillips preaching professor Rev. Dr. Kay Bessler Northcutt, DHM minister of evangelism Rev. R. Wayne Calhoun, and Global Ministries’ Rev. Bob Shebeck.  We need 3 more people to join Marie Bittle as voting delegates.  We will share housing and travel costs.  If you are interested in going, please see Pastor Rebecca or Moderator Susan Roszell. ( (
Regional Prayer Calendar


In 2008, we will continue to send cards with our prayer blessings to our partner churches in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  Living into our calling to be a covenantal church, we collect prayer concerns from these partner churches as we hold them in prayer each week.  The Prayer Calendar for March is:

Mar. 2:  Fairhope Christian Church, Fairhope, AL – John Alford (interim)
Mar. 9:  First Christian Church, Decatur, AL – Cameron Douglas & Carol Hallman
Mar. 16:  Primera Iglésia Cristiana, Anniston, AL – Jose Matos & Ana Rivera
Mar. 23:  First Christian Church, Lanett, AL – Howard Merchant
         Hayneville Christian Church, Hayneville, AL – Mrs. R.V. Harrell, board chair

Mar. 30 – Snow Hill Christian Church, Ft. Deposit, AL – Dale Braxton

From the Pastor’s Pen…
Church, I am so proud of you!  As we have been living into our Mission Statement and weathering the storms that come with growth and change in the last few months, you have been witnessing to the power of the Holy Spirit in our midst.
The conversations we’ve had in Adult Study, your increasing commitment to worship attendance and to study and prayer, all these things have been signs for me of God’s promise for this congregation.
As we move toward the cross and beyond this month, it will be with a special joy and wonder at the things God can do to bring new life out of brokenness and light out of shadows.  Thank you for allowing God to use you in such glorious and life-giving ways!  You are a blessing to me!
(I will be gone March 24-31, on vacation and to attend a Disciples Home Missions Board meeting in IN.  Todd and I will be spending some time at Lake Michigan with my dad to celebrate his 60th birthday.)

love, Pastor Rebecca
p.s. See you in church!
One + One + One Key

( = You    ( = Church    ( = World

!! = Bring a friend!
Service Schedules ♥
March Meetings (  

Elders – Sun., Mar. 2, 12:30
Fellowship – Wed., Mar. 5, 6:00
Mission – Tue., Mar. 11, 5:30
Stewardship – Wed., Mar. 12, 6:00
Spiritual Form. – Thu., Mar. 13, 6:00
Elders (:





Mar. 2:  Robert Soleman
Mar. 9:  Marie Bittle
Mar. 16:  Mary Elizabeth Johnson
Mar. 23:  Anne Phillips
Mar. 30:  Judy Bell

Communion Set-Up/Service (:


Janna Sutherland & Brooke Sparks
Fellowship Hosts (:



Mar. 2:  Ricardo Aguirre and sons
Mar. 9:  CWF
Mar. 16:  Karen Reaves
Mar. 23:  Bill Rowland/ Mary Lib Johnson
Mar. 30:  Suzy Spiceland

Liturgists (:





Mar. 2:  Joe Medley
Mar. 9:  Jennifer Roszell
Mar. 16:  Bill Rowland
Mar. 23:  Suzy Spiceland
Mar. 30:  Bob Phillips
Nursery/Children’s Church (:

Mar. 2:  Susan R. / Marie B.
Mar. 9:  Trace S. / Lori H.
Mar. 16: Suzy S. / Anne P.
Mar. 23: Laura P. / Dick B.
Mar. 30:  Joanne W. / Lori H.
Christian Women’s Fellowship News (
CWF will meet Sunday, March 9th in the Fellowship Hall at 1:00 pm.  Mary Elizabeth Johnson will provide the program. Members are asked to bring their Blessing Box money to this meeting.  All women are invited to come and bring a friend. ( 
Heart-Felt Thank You! (
The CWF thanks everyone who donated to our Valentine’s Service Project.  Altogether, you gave 25 valentines and toys, 3 cans of food, 18 cleaning supply items and 77 toiletry items to the women and children at the Salvation Army shelter.  God bless you! ( 

Note of Thanks ♥
To My Church Family 

“God knew what I needed most, and He called on your kind heart.  Thank you for answering – He used you in a very special way.  You’re truly a blessing.”

Thank you for all your thoughts, cards, phone calls and prayers during Jack’s illness.  We have a little way to go, but Jack is doing very well.

With much love, Joanne (
TGOF with the whole World ( (
We will have our informal, interactive Friday service a week early this month, to coincide with the annual World Day of Prayer.  World Day of Prayer is an international prayer movement that began in 1887 as a day of prayer for individual and national sins, with offerings that appropriately express contrition.  It has historically been promoted by Church Women United. ( (
We will combine our Friday service with these themes, for a special TGOF on Friday, March 7th, starting at 5:30 pm.  Join us! ( ( !!
Food Drive – Mar. 9th 

The Mission Coordinating Team invites everyone to bring in non-perishable food items on Sunday, March 9th, for our next food drive to support our local food pantries. (
Young Adult Get-Together (
On Saturday, March 15th, all FCC young adults are invited to a potluck at Pastor Rebecca and Todd’s house at 5:00 pm.  Bring a dish to share and/or drinks.  We will be talking about the role young adults at FCC play in our church’s future.  Children are welcome to come with you, but no additional supervision will be provided. ( (
News from the February Council Meeting ♥
The Council met on Wednesday, February 20th and covered many items.  See Moderator Susan Roszell if you have questions about any of the following.
· The Council approved the Moderator’s appointments of Suzy Spiceland as Treasurer, Mary Elizabeth Johnson as Stewardship C-Team member and Lela Davis as Sabbatical Oversight Team member, following resignations from those positions.  Vacancies are still open for Spiritual Formation and Mission C-Team members.
· The Council voted to invite General Minister and President Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins to preach for our 125th Anniversary Celebration in 2010.

· The Council agreed to have files older than 5 years, except for minutes, year-end financial statements and other historically relevant information, destroyed.

· The Council approved Pastor Rebecca’s Sabbatical Plan Summary and the Letter of Call for the Sabbatical Interim Minister.  (See the back of the calendar for more information.)

· The Council approved the Moderator’s appointment of Anne Phillips as Chair of the Revision Team.  She will consult with various people to harmonize the new ministry structure with the existing constitution and by-laws.

· The Council voted to change the locks on all our outside doors and re-issue keys.  If feasible, the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall will be on the same key.  All members in positions to need keys will be issued keys with signatures on file.  A member volunteered to cover the cost of the re-keying/lock-changing.  (Thank you!)
Sharing about Stewardship ~ Your Witness to the Ends of the Earth
At the end of the gospel of Matthew, Jesus commands the disciples to carry his good news to the ends of the earth.  As Christians, we know that this commandment applies to each of us as well.  But short of leaving everything we know behind and becoming a missionary, how can we follow through on it? (
One of the blessings of being part of a covenantal church is that we share in the duties of the gospel.  By giving to our Easter Special Offering, you can help extend your witness to the ends of the earth.  Our Easter Special Offering goes to support the “general” ministries of our church, that is, what we might call our denominational missions.  They include Global Ministries, Disciples Home Missions, the Pension Fund, Higher Education and Leadership Ministries, the Council on Christian Unity, Church Extension, Disciples Benevolent Services and the Historical Society, among others.  We will be receiving this over-and-above offering on March 16th and 23rd.  Please give generously! (
