First Christian Church Trivia Challenge

1.  What large community project did our church participate in five years ago?
2.  What person has attended this church since birth except for the years she was away at college?  (Bonus:  Where did she go to college?) 
3.  What agencies do we assist with our regular food collection and our special food drives?
4.  Who has suggested that Disciples give 10% of their government stimulus checks to their churches as a tithe? 
Answers – Don’t look until you’ve guessed!





 1.  Jimmy Carter Work Project (Habitat for Humanity) in 2003  2. Mary Elizabeth Johnson (Vanderbilt) 3. Community Enabler and Sister Mary’s Center of Concern  4. Rev. Todd Adams, Associate General Minister, who has primary responsibility for stewardship education in the church.
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Farewell & Hello Celebration
We have been preparing for Pastor Rebecca’s sabbatical for over a year now, and it’s finally here.  On Sunday, June 1st, we hope everyone will be in worship for a special service when we will say good-bye to her and ask God’s blessing on those who will lead us over the summer.  It is important that you be here that day!  Rev. John Autry will be preaching, and he and Pastor Rebecca will lead worship together.
After worship, there will be a special semi-catered luncheon to celebrate this special moment.  We will wish Pastor Rebecca blessings as she embarks on this time of spiritual renewal.  We hope you’ll stay for lunch!
There will not be an Adult Study class on June 1st.  Rev. Autry’s class will begin the next Sunday.  See page two for more information.
An information guide is printed on the back of the calendar in this newsletter, and will be on the back of each month’s calendar this summer.  Please refer to it if you have any questions or concerns.  Remember that Bill Rowland and Anne Phillips are serving as the Sabbatical Oversight Team if you have any further questions.
Dates to Remember:
Sun., June 1 ~ Farewell & Hello Celebration ~ 11:00 am ( ♥ !! 

Sat., June 7 ~ Miracle Day, FCC, Cullman, 7:00-4:30 ( ♥ (
Sun., June 22 ~ Food Drive, 11:00 am ( ♥ ( 
Sun., June 29 ~ Evangelism Training, 12:00 noon ( ♥ (
Important Info for the Summer
Sabbatical Interim

Our Sabbatical Interim Minister, John Autry will be working Thursday through Sundays of each week.  He would like to get to know you.  Please let him know if you would like a visit at your home.  You could also invite him for lunch or dinner.

While he is in Anniston, John will be staying in a furnished apartment provided by our Lilly grant.  It is at 412 East 7th Street, Apt. A.  He can be reached on his cell phone at 205-253-9961.  (More info on back of calendar.)
Welcome to our new Song Leader!

We have hired Clay Smith, husband of Trace Smith and father of Ella, to help lead us in song during Sunday morning worship over the summer.  Please give Clay a warm welcome, and encourage him in his work by singing along with enthusiasm! (
Pause for Prayer on Thursdays
Pause for Prayer is moving to Thursday nights during the summer.  This is because of the part-time nature of John’s service with us.  In order to avoid having him make two trips from TN where he has moved with his wife, we have consolidated the week’s schedule by moving this service to Thursday evenings. ( !!
Handy Pull-Out Info Guide!
A guide to whom to call for various needs over the summer is printed on the back of the calendar in this newsletter. (
New Sunday School Class (  
Beginning on June 8th, Rev. John Autry will be leading an adult Bible Study class on the Letter to the Philippians on Sunday mornings at 9:30.  This study will run through the end of July.  In August, John will teach a Bible study on the book of James.  If you have not been attending Adult Study, this is a good time to start!  We meet in the Fellowship Hall. ( !!
Men’s Breakfast (
A group of ten or so men met for breakfast in May and had a great time.  We will do it again on Sunday, June 22nd.  We’ll meet in the Fellowship Hall at 8:30, in time to be done before the Adult Study begins.  All men of the church are warmly invited and encouraged to bring friends! ( !!
Partnership Team Named
At its May meeting, the Council appointed a new Partnership Team designed to enhance communication with Iglésia Cristiana and increase the level of activities that we do together.  They will be meeting every other month, beginning June 8th, after worship.  Robert Soleman, Trace Smith and Joanne Wells are serving on this new team.  Thank you! (
Church in Covenant Opportunities and News
FCC-Anniston Included in Regional Top Ten Lists ( (



Anniston First Christian made the Top Ten list in three categories for 2007:

· Highest Disciples Mission Fund Support with $9,696 (# 8 on list)

· Highest Per Capita Disciples Outreach Giving with $151.86 (# 5)

· Highest Reconciliation Giving with $316 (# 8)

Congratulations and Thank You for your generosity!
“Miracle Day 678” – Be a Part of It This Summer!
( ( (
Miracle Day is fast approaching.  A Miracle Day is an exciting time because of the number of people who come together from all over the Region and because of the amount of work they accomplish in one day.

If you have never been a part of a Miracle Day you have missed a great opportunity to be in mission with other Disciples to help one of our churches get needed work done that it could not do on its own.  

The First Christian Church in Cullman is hoping to get the following done on June 7 from 7:00-4:30:  Install a Chair Lift, reclaim two Youth rooms, rebuild a ramp, replace windows, restore the Pastor’s study & deck, landscape around the church.  You may think these projects require abilities that you do not possess.  However, you will find that there is always something a person can do.  Those who have expertise in these fields always need helpers.

Cullman FCC estimates that it will take 175 volunteers and $18,000 to complete these projects. Your help in any way will be greatly appreciated!(   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Regional Prayer Calendar


In 2008, we will continue to send cards with our prayer blessings to our partner churches in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  Living into our calling to be a covenantal church, we collect prayer concerns from these partner churches as we hold them in prayer each week.  The Prayer Calendar for June is:

June 1:  First Christian Church, Florence, AL – Carl Gebhardt, Laura Hutchinson
June 8:  Roebuck Christian Church, Birmingham, AL – Eric Hayward
June 15:  Mt. Calvary Missionary, Tuskegee, AL – Otis Head

June 22:  Sellers Memorial Christian Church, Hayneville, AL – Lionel Young
                Azalea Hills Christian Church, Mobile, AL – Paul Ingram

June 29:  First Christian Church, Hartselle, AL – Jerry Smith   

From the Pastor’s Pen…
Dear Ones in Christ:

I’m thankful for the opportunity to serve as your “equipping minister” during the months of June, July and August as your wonderful minister takes a well-deserved sabbatical.

I dedicate myself to giving you my very best in preaching, pastoral care and evangelism. When I was approached concerning this calling, I agreed with one stipulation…that in partnership with all of you at “First Christian Church” in Anniston, we would dream some big dreams and begin inviting those who do not have a community of Faith to consider joining with us to the Glory of God. In conjunction with the “Evangelism Team”, goals will be set and plans will be made to activate measurable growth at our Grace-extending church.

You can help by making church attendance a priority, beginning this coming Lord’s Day. It would be quite a send-off if our total church membership were present to worship God and say “Bon Voyage” to your beloved minister. 

I hope to see you Sunday and it will all be better if you are here!

Your Minister for a little while, 

John
p.s. See you in church!
One + One + One Key

( = You    ( = Church    ( = World

!! = Bring a friend!

Service Schedules ♥
June Meetings (  

Fellowship – Wed., June 4, 5:30

Partnership – Sun., June 8, 12:30

Elders – Sun., June 15, 12:30
Stewardship – Wed., June 18, 6:00

 Mission – Thurs., June 19, 6:00
(Spiritual Formation tba) 
Evangelism – Mon., June 23, 6:00

Elders (:





June 1:  Rebecca Littlejohn
June 8:  Robert Soleman
June 15:  Marie Bittle

June 22:  Mary Elizabeth Johnson
June 29:  Anne Phillips

Communion Set-Up/Service (:


Colin & Nancy Green
Fellowship Hosts (:



June 1:  Catered Luncheon

June 8:  Janie Morrow & Deane Albright
June 15:  Karen & John Russell
June 22:  CWF
June 29:  Marie Bittle
Liturgists / Kids Message (:

June 1:  Anne Phillips / Rebecca
June 8:  Bill Rowland / ?
June 15:  Trace Smith / Dick Bell
June 22:  Suzy Spiceland / Colin Green
June 29:  Jennifer Roszell / Marie Bittle
Floater/Pre-School/CC (: _____
June 1:  Dick / Brooke / Janna
June 8:  Trace / Lori / Karen
June 15:  Suzy / Brooke / Laura
June 22:  Marie / Lori / Anne             

June 29:  Janna / Brooke / Trace
Christian Women’s Fellowship News (
CWF will hold its quarterly meeting on June 22nd at 1:00 pm in the church Fellowship Hall.  Officers will be installed.  All women are invited to come and bring a friend. ( !!
Council News (
The Council met on Wednesday, May 21st, at 6:00 pm, and again on May 28th at 6:00 pm.  
The Council was pleased to approve two appointments to fill out unexpired terms:  Colin Green will be joining the Mission Coordinating Team in the class of 2009, and Laura Phillips will be joining the Spiritual Formation Coordinating Team in the class of 2009.  Thank you for agreeing to serve in this way! (
The Council heard from Anne Phillips, who is heading up our Constitution and By-Laws revision process.  Suggestions were made and the changes discussed.  Action will be taken at a later meeting. (
The Council is currently discerning the best path to follow in bringing our elevator up to state code.  A gift has been offered to cover the costs, which the Council is grateful for, but they are waiting to assess the feasibility of the required renovations.   
Food Drive in June (
The Mission Coordinating Team is leading us in another Food Drive in June.  We will remind you on June 15th to bring in non-perishable food items on Sunday, June 22nd.  We ask that you keep your bags of food with you in the pews, so that the kids can collect them during the Children’s Message.  Thank you for helping to feed our hungry neighbors and teach our kids about sharing at the same time! (
Children’s Time Leaders (
Volunteers are needed to lead the Children’s Time during our Sunday morning worship service.  This is an important way that we communicate to our kids that they are important people in the family of God.  Please consider a brief thought you could share with them and sign up for one or more Sundays on the sheet in the Friendship Room. (
Pastor Rebecca has written a prayer that you should end with, reading each line and having the kids repeat after you.  This will add some consistency to their time, to balance the variety of leaders.  The prayer will be on the communion table for you to read. (
FCC’s Elders Featured in Friday Reminders (
Our Elders will be providing the devotions for our email newsletter, Friday Reminders.  If you don’t have email and would like a copy, call or stop by the office for a hard copy.
Evangelism Team News  ( ♥
Our Evangelism Team (Bob Phillips, Marie Bittle, Robert Soleman, Janna Sutherland and Karen Reaves) has hit the ground running.  They have very impressive plans for this very important ministry of our church. ( 
They will be providing Evangelism Training on Sunday, June 29, during Fellowship time.  Everyone needs to receive this training because we are all to be in the business of reaching out to others and letting them know what is available to them through our church.  During this training session, they will be presenting a plan for a new neighborhood outreach program that will be one of our first steps as we all learn together how to be evangelists.  You may be surprised at how natural and easy it can be! (
Another exciting thing they will be doing is taking orders for FCC shirts in a variety of styles, which you can proudly wear around town to advertise our church.  Orders will begin around mid-June.  Watch for details. (
The Evangelism Team is also looking at replacing the church sign and making it more prominent, as well as adding additional signage in other locations.
Please pray for and support the efforts of this Team.  The E-Team cannot do this by themselves.  They can lead only if others follow. ♥ 
Sharing about Stewardship ~ The Good News and the Bad News ♥
There is an old joke about a preacher sharing the good news and the bad news:  “The good news is that we have the money to support our ministry. – The bad news is that it’s still in your pockets!”
The real good news is that God provides for our every need.  But the bad news is that frequently, we do everything we can to make that difficult for God.  The reason our money is part of our faith life is because it is a direct reflection of our ability to trust God.  Too many of us assume God means someone else when we hear words like “sacrifice” or “tithe”.  But truly faithful generosity begins when we’re giving enough to have to end up relying on God at least a little ourselves.  Are you a risky giver?  Why or why not?  What does that tell you about your relationship with God? (
We are approaching this summer as a season of growth, but it could also be seen as a season of daring for our church, as we take on the risks of allowing our pastor to go on sabbatical.  Let’s all become risky givers, so that everyone will be able to remember that we can truly put our trust in God and not be disappointed.  That’s good news! (
