First Christian Church Trivia Challenge

1.  Who graduated from college last month?
2.  Who is beginning this month as the new Interim President of Disciples Home Missions in Indianapolis?
3.  What is the name of the holiday that ends the 12 days of Christmas?
4.  Who was the minister when there was a fire in the sanctuary?
Answers – Don’t look until you’ve guessed!





1. Colin Green from JSU and Lindsey Roszell from Jefferson State and Birmingham Southern. 
2. Don Shelton, former Regional Minister in Southern California.  3. Epiphany.  4. Rev. Franklin Carter.
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New Members and Inquirers Class Begins ( ♥ !!
Our Adult Study in January will offer a class for newer members and those potentially interested in becoming members.  Longer-term members will attend as well, for the benefits of review and to offer their thoughts and insights.  Since we have not had a class like this since early 2004, anyone who has joined since then is encouraged to attend this class.  This is also a good opportunity for those who have been considering joining to learn more about our church. ( ( !!
This class will run for 5 weeks, up until Lent, which starts February 6th on Ash Wednesday.  We will cover the history, theology and structure of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), as well as some particulars of our own congregation.  We will meet at 9:30 each Sunday morning in the Fellowship Hall, beginning January 6th. ( ( !!
When we have finished with this class, we will follow it up with a special Lenten series about “Following Jesus.”  In this class, we will delve deeper into what it means to be a Christian and what it means to be part of a faith community.  Part of our new Mission Statement is a commitment to “deepening our relationship with Christ through… study.”  What better time than the New Year to start building up the habit of attending our Adult Study?  Being part of a group dedicating to learning more about our faith is a vital part of spiritual growth. ( ( !!
Dates to Remember:
Fri., Jan. 11 ~ TGOF! service ~ 5:30 pm ( ♥ !!
Sat., Jan. 19 ~ Leadership Mini-Retreat ~ 3:00 pm ♥
Sun., Jan. 20 ~ Installation and Family Meeting Lunch ~ ♥ 
Sat., Jan 26 ~ Young Women’s Gathering ~ 5:00 pm ( ♥ !!

January is the Month of the Laity at FCC.
We celebrate the gifts of each person, for we are all called to ministry by virtue of our baptism!
Leadership Orientation and Planning Mini-Retreat (
All Council Members, Coordinating Team Members, Elders and Trustees are asked to attend our Leadership Orientation and Planning Mini-Retreat on Saturday, January 19th, starting at 3:00.  A letter is coming with the schedule for the day.  This is an important time for us to all get on the same page and make plans for the year.  Please make a point of being here! (
Deacon Training Session (
All Deacons are asked to attend a Training Session, Saturday, January 19th at the end of the O&P Retreat.  We will begin with dinner at 5:30 and then spend some time organizing the Diaconate and ensuring everyone understands all set-up, serving and clean-up procedures.  All new and returning deacons should be there. (
Service of Installation (

On Sunday, January 20th, we will celebrate the gifts of our many lay leaders with a Service of Installation.  This is a time when we ask God’s blessing on the service of each one who has stepped up to offer their gifts to the congregation. ( ( !!
Family Meeting Covered-Dish
After worship on Sunday, January 20th, we will begin a new tradition, the Family Meeting.  This is not a formal meeting where decisions are made.  Rather, it is an opportunity for people to learn about what’s going on and to share any suggestions, ideas or concerns they may have.  Our Coordinating Teams will each share a special report on their plans for the year.  There will also be a time when the floor is opened to anyone with something to say.  Please come, bring your favorite dish to share, and join the family! (
Billy Weeks Award this month
On Sunday, January 13th, the congregation will be invited to nominate someone for the Billy Weeks Award for Outstanding Lay Service in 2007.  Those who have previously received it are not eligible.  A ballot will be in the bulletin.  The Award will be presented during the Service of Installation on the 20th. (
Church in Covenant Opportunities and News
Pastor Rebecca to attend Regional Ministers and Mates Retreat

Pastor Rebecca will be attending the Regional Ministers and Mates Retreat, January 14-16, in Ft. Walton Beach, Florida.  Todd will not be accompanying her this year, as he will be in New York doing research.  She will be driving down Sunday evening and returning Wednesday night. (
The keynote speaker for this Retreat this year will be Rev. Verity Jones, the editor of Disciples World magazine.  She will be speaking on “Tell It Like It Is:  Identity, Testimony, and Truth-Telling.”  Testimony is a Christian practice that is slowly making its way back into mainline churches.  At FCC, we are beginning to experiment with the ways telling our stories can enhance our collective spiritual journey.  Pastor Rebecca hopes to return refreshed, inspired and filled with new perspectives and ideas. (  

This Retreat is an important time for ministers in our Region to have some time to recover from the business of the holiday season and to renew friendships among themselves.  Our church has a long history of supporting our pastors’ attendance at this event.  “Pause for Prayer” will be led by a lay person that week. (
Regional Youthtopia and Young Adult Retreats happening in January
Youthtopia, for 6th through 12th grades, will be held at Hargis, Jan. 25-27.  The Regional Young Adult Retreat will be held Jan. 18-20 at Hargis, with keynote speaker Diane Wood.  See the office for more info on registration costs and deadlines.  This is a great chance to broaden your spiritual horizons. (
Regional Prayer Calendar


In 2008, we will continue to send cards with our prayer blessings to our partner churches in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  Living into our calling to be a covenantal church, we collect prayer concerns from these partner churches as we hold them in prayer each week.  The Prayer Calendar for January is:

Jan. 6:  First Christian Church, Athens, AL – Wendell Miller (interim)
Jan. 13:  First Christian Church, Anniston, AL – Rebecca Littlejohn
Jan. 20:  Village Christian Church, Auburn, AL
Jan. 27:  First Christian Church, Dothan, AL – Tony Wilder, board chair

   Edward Point Christian Church, Century, FL – Alfonzie Cottrell, board chair

From the Pastor’s Pen…
What an exciting time the new year is!  And the beginning of 2008 is an especially auspicious time at FCC.  So much is going to happen this year!
We are anticipating the creation of an Evangelism Team, which we are continuing in prayer for this month (Jan. 29th).  We are committing ourselves to live into a new Mission Statement.  We are preparing to send the pastor on a 3-month sabbatical.  And we are growing!

One of the things we have learned in the last few months is that God does take our prayers seriously, as long as we do too.  When we combine our own commitment with the power of the Holy Spirit, in the service of the gospel, amazing things happen.

It is my prayer for 2008 that we will continue to pray for God’s guidance and blessing.  Without staying focused on Christ, all our efforts will mean nothing.  I pray that 2008 will be fruitful year for you and your family, and for our church family as well!  Happy New Year!
love, Pastor Rebecca
p.s. See you in church!
( Pastor Rebecca will be on vacation visiting family Dec. 25th-Jan. 4th. (
Service Schedules ♥
January Meetings (  

Elders – Sun., Jan. 13, 12:30
Retreat – Sat., Jan. 19, 3:00
Family Meeting – Sun., Jan. 20
Partnership – Tue., Jan 22, 5:00

Renewal Prayer – Tue., Jan. 29, 5:30
Elders (:





Jan. 6:  Marie Bittle
Jan. 13:  Mary Elizabeth Johnson
Jan. 20:  Anne Phillips
Jan. 27:  Judy Bell
Communion Set-Up/Service (:


Arlan Roszell
Fellowship Hosts (:



Jan. 6:  Lori Hays
Jan. 13:  Lori Hays
Jan. 20:  Covered Dish
Jan. 27:  Allen & Lynn Davis
Liturgists (:





Jan. 6:  Colin Green
Jan. 13:  Trace Smith
Jan. 20:  Joanne Wells
Jan. 27: Dick Bell
Nursery/Children’s Church (:

Jan. 6:  Brooke S. / Dick B.
Jan. 13:  Marie B. / Karen D.
Jan. 20:  Anne P. / Janna S.
Jan. 27:  Suzy S. / Brooke S.
One + One + One Key

( = You    ( = Church    ( = World

!! = Bring a friend!
Christian Women’s Fellowship News (
CWF will meet Thursday, January 10th at 6:00 pm at Joanne Wells’ home.  Mary Elizabeth Johnson will provide the program.  All women are invited to come and bring a friend.  We will meet at Pastor Rebecca’s at 5:30 to carpool. ( 
Valentine’s Day Service Project (
 The CWF will be collecting supplies for a local women’s shelter for their Valentine’s Day service project.  Collection will begin the last Sunday of January.  Watch for more information about useful items to donate.  Thanks for your support! ( 
Young Women’s Gathering (
The Young Women of FCC will gather again on Saturday, January 26th from 5:00-7:00.  Please let Pastor Rebecca know if you will need child care.  We hope to get back in a rhythm for the new year.  Please let Pastor Rebecca know if you’re interested in helping with dinner. (
TGOF – January 11th ( !!


Start the year off right by bringing a friend to our informal, interactive worship service!  We can’t do it without you! ( !!
Prayer Meeting For Growth
 ♥
All members are asked to come to our next Prayer Meeting for Evangelism, on Tuesday, January 29th at 5:30.  We are using these special times to gather together and discern God’s guidance for our next steps in becoming a growing congregation.  Please join us! (
Creative Worship Design (
The Creative Worship Design Workshop for Holy Week will begin meeting in January.  Please sign up asap to participate in this exciting learning opportunity.  The group will be limited to 6-7 people.  We will create a service for Maundy Thursday or Easter morning, depending on what the group decides. (
We will meet twice a month or so for a couple hours, on dates selected by the group. (
Interfaith Ministries Lunch (
The Interfaith Ministries Annual Meeting Luncheon will be held Sunday, January 27th at The Bridge at First Methodist Church of Anniston at 1:00 pm.  Tickets are around $9.00.  We encourage you to join Pastor Rebecca and the Mission Coordinating Team in attendance at this important event.  This is also a great time to see the new IM offices!
Lay Leaders at First Christian Church for 2008
Please be in prayer for all these lay leaders who are serving in Jesus’ name this year!
Moderator – Susan Roszell


Elders


Deacons

Vice Moderator – Mary Lib Johnson

Judy Bell

Allen Davis
Secretary – Lela Davis


Marie Bittle

Karen Davis
Treasurer – Lynn Davis


Mary Lib Johnson
Lynn Davis
Asst. Treasurer – Suzy Spiceland

Anne Phillips

Colin Green
Financial Secretary – Anne Phillips

Robert Soleman
Nancy Green
Historian – Hazel Davis





Kenny Hays






Trustees

Lori Hays

Spiritual Formation Coordinating Team
Bill Rowland (Chair)
Trace Smith

Marie Bittle, Lynn Davis, Brooke Sparks
Sara Carter

Brooke Sparks







Bill Davis

Suzy Spiceland

Mission Coordinating Team

Robert Soleman
Janna Sutherland

Dick Bell, Karen Davis, Joanne Wells
Arlan Roszell

Arlan Roszell







Ted Waldrep

Joanne Wells

Fellowship Coordinating Team


Janna Sutherland, Susan Roszell, Suzy Spiceland

Sabbatical Oversight Team








Allen Davis, Anne Phillips,

Stewardship Coordinating Team



Bill Rowland
Allen Davis, Robert Soleman, Arlan Roszell
Sharing about Stewardship ~ Weight Watchers Leaving ♥
We received word late in December that we will be saying good-bye to our long-time tenants, the Weight Watchers in early February.  Their last meeting will be held Saturday, February 2nd, and their stuff will be moved out shortly after that.  Our 2008 budget was put together with the assumption that the Weight Watchers would be here all year, and in fact, that there would be slight increase in their rent.  The difference will be somewhere around $6,400.  This is not a huge amount, but it is something worth considering as you support our congregation financially in 2008.  We are confident that we can make up that shortfall with giving increases coming from membership growth.  Additionally, there will be some savings in utilities and supplies once the Weight Watchers are no longer using our facilities.  Most importantly, this change comes at a good time, since our congregation’s and Iglésia Cristiana’s needs for space are growing.  We will make good use of the re-claimed space. (
