First Christian Church Trivia Challenge

1.  When was our church on the Regional Prayer Calendar?
2.  What nationally-known Disciples preacher will be giving the message at a Regional worship service this month?
3.  Which days don’t count as part of Lent?
4.  What does the E.C. in Dr. E.C. Anderson (one of our congregation’s founders) stand for?
Answers – Don’t look until you’ve guessed!





1. Sunday, January 13th.  2. Rev. Dr. Fred Craddock.  
3. Sundays.  4. His name was Dr. Edmunds Clack Anderson.
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The Lenten Journey Begins… (
First Christian Church will usher in the season of Lent with a Service of Ashes on Wednesday, February 6th at 6:00.  “Pause for Prayer” will not be held that night, but anyone is welcome to come early for prayer and meditation beginning at 5:00 pm.  The service will take us on a journey through confession, repentance, contrition with ashes, communion and blessing.  It is a wonderful, solemn way to enter into this season of reflection that takes to Easter. ( !!
The season of Lent lasts 40 days, which reminds us both of Jesus’ 40 days of fasting and prayer in the wilderness and the Israelites’ 40 years wandering in the desert.  This year, FCC will be using these 40 days to focus on how following Jesus is what keeps our community unified as we travel the journey together.  Our worship will include some special scripture readings and a sermon series called “Lessons for the Journey.”  We will meet some of the people who followed Jesus and learn from them how to be Christians together. ( ( !!
We will also be starting a new Adult Study as Lent arrives.  Our class will be called “Following Jesus.”  We will be examining what it means to be a Christian and how we live that out in community.  This class will build upon what we have covered in our New Members and Inquirers Class during January.  Everyone is welcome to join us.  See page two for more information. ( ( !!
Dates to Remember:
Wed., Feb. 6 ~ Ash Wednesday Service ~ 6:00 pm ( !!
Fri., Feb. 15 ~ TGOF + Dinner at Ono Grill ~ 5:30 pm ( ♥ !!
Wed., Feb. 20 ~ Council Meeting ~ 6:00 pm ♥ 
Sun., Feb. 24 ~ WoC Family Meeting Lunch  ~ 12:00 pm ♥ (

Lessons for the Journey (
Throughout the season of Lent, our Sunday worship services will focus on the qualities that are needed for living as Christians in community.  We will use some of the longer scripture passages from the Gospel of John, which will introduce us to some of the people Jesus came into contact with throughout his ministry.  Each one will teach us an important lesson for our life together. ( 

This series will include special presentations of the scriptures and time for discussion of how we have experienced these qualities in our own lives.  We hope you’ll join us for this special journey! (
“Following Jesus” Class (
Our Adult Study in Lent (starting Feb. 10th) will get us thinking about what it means to be “Following Jesus.”  We will talk about what it means to say we are Christians and how that affects our lives, first as individuals and then as we relate to other Christians within the faith community that we call church.  We will spend some time with our newly adopted Mission Statement. (
Everyone, high school and up, is welcome to join this class.  We meet each Sunday at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  Join us! (
Creative Worship Design (
The Creative Worship Design Class that will be working on a Maundy Thursday service will begin meeting early in February.  If you are interested in participating, please let Pastor Rebecca know as soon as possible.  We will learn about creative approaches to worship by designing a service for the congregation. (
TGOF + Dinner Out (♥!!
Our Thank God On Friday service will be a week later than normal this month, because of the Regional Event with Fred Craddock on Feb. 8th (see page 7).  We will meet for TGOF on Friday, February 15th.  After worship, the Fellowship C-Team has planned for us to go to dinner together at the Ono Grill (across from K-Mart).  Please let us know if you plan to come so we can make a fairly accurate reservation.  As always, we will start at 5:30 with socializing and singing, with Bible study starting around 6:00.  We will plan to be at dinner no later than 7:30 if you need to meet us there. ( ( !!
Prayer Meeting on February 28th ♥
We will continue in prayer for God’s guidance for our evangelism efforts on Thursday, February 28th at 5:30 pm in the Friendship Room. (
Church in Covenant Opportunities and News
“Can You Hear Me Now?” – Discerning God’s Call to Transformation

Everyone is invited to attend the Regional Congregational Transformation Event being held at First Christan-Birmingham on Friday & Saturday, Feb. 8-9.  Friday night will offer the preaching of Dr. Fred Craddock as one highlight of a specially planned worship service.  The service starts at 7:30 pm.  One car will be leaving no later than 5:00 for people who need to be there early.  Others may follow later.  ( 
On Saturday, participants have the chance to learn from various workshop leaders about effective ways to bring positive change to our congregations.  Workshops will be led by Dr. Craddock, Dr. Richard Hamm, and various Regional leaders.  There is a $20 registration fee for attending on Saturday, due Monday, Feb. 4th.  See Pastor Rebecca for more information. ( (  

Regional Assembly to be Held in Mobile, April 25-27 – Delegates Needed
The theme of the 2008 Regional Assembly for the Christian Church in Alabama – Northwest Florida is “And You Shall Be My Witnesses.”  The Regional church will gather at Azalea Hills Christian Church in Mobile for this exciting weekend of worship, learning and fellowship.  Featured speakers include former general moderator Rev. William Lee, Phillips preaching professor Rev. Dr. Kay Bessler Northcutt, DHM minister of evangelism Rev. R. Wayne Calhoun, and Global Ministries’ Rev. Bob Shebeck.  FCC is allocated four voting delegates to this assembly, who must be confirmed at this month’s Council meeting.  If you are interested in attending, please see Pastor Rebecca or Moderator Susan Roszell about serving as one of our delegates. ( (
Regional Prayer Calendar


In 2008, we will continue to send cards with our prayer blessings to our partner churches in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  Living into our calling to be a covenantal church, we collect prayer concerns from these partner churches as we hold them in prayer each week.  The Prayer Calendar for February is:

Feb. 3:  First Christian Church, Cullman, AL – CJ Cobb & David Christopher
Feb. 10:  First Christian Church, Bessmer, AL – Kim Pilkington
Feb. 17:  Pleasant View Christian Church, Camp Hill, AL – Horace Gregory
Feb. 24:  Bethlehem Christian Church, Ft. Depost, AL – Bennie Stanford
   
South Baldwin Christian Church, Foley, AL – Roger Beason

From the Pastor’s Pen…
The thing about the seasons of the church year is that they arrive whether we’re ready for them or not.  This year, every pastor I know is appalled at how early Lent seems to be arriving.  It seems like we just got done with Christmas, and already we’re plowing forward toward Holy Week.
But I am ready.  I think our church is ready.  Lent, as a season, offers a stability and a groundedness that can be a great blessing.  It is a time for reflection, which hopefully means it is a time of discovery.

As we move through Lent this year, I am hoping that we can discover things about our life together as a church.  We have embarked on a Renewal Movement, and I see that as a wonderful response to God’s faithfulness.  But part of renewal is delving deeper into who God is calling us to be as a church.

In the coming weeks, I hope we can all ask ourselves questions about what it means to be a member of this particular part of the Body of Christ.  What is it that God is asking of us, as individuals and as a congregation?
love, Pastor Rebecca
p.s. See you in church!
Service Schedules ♥
February Meetings (  

Space Use w/ ICA – Sun., Feb. 3, 12:30
Mission C-Team – Thu., Feb. 7, 5:30
Elders – Sun., Feb. 10, 12:30
Council – Wed., Feb. 20, 6:00
Renewal Prayer – Tue., Feb. 28, 5:30
Elders (:





Feb. 3:  Marie Bittle
Feb. 10:  Mary Elizabeth Johnson
Feb 17:  Anne Phillips
Feb. 24:  Judy Bell
Communion Set-Up/Service (:


Trace Smith & Suzy Spiceland
Fellowship Hosts (:



Feb. 3:  Joanne Wells
Feb. 10:  Suzy Spiceland
Feb. 17:  Marie Bittle
Feb. 23:  Week of Compassion Event
Liturgists (:





Feb. 3:  Karen Reaves
Feb. 10:  Kenny Hays
Feb. 17:  Karen Davis
Feb. 24:  Robert Soleman
Nursery/Children’s Church (:

Feb. 3:  Joanne W. / Brooke S.
Feb. 10:  Janna S. / Lori H.
Feb. 17:  Laura P. / Marie B.
Feb. 24:  Suzy S. / Dick B.
One + One + One Key

( = You    ( = Church    ( = World

!! = Bring a friend!
Christian Women’s Fellowship News (
CWF will meet Thursday, February 14th at 6:00 pm at Marie Bittle’s home at the Anniston Inn Kitchen.  Mary Elizabeth Johnson will provide the program.  All women are invited to come and bring a friend. ( 
Valentine’s Day Service Project (
 The CWF invites everyone to join them in donating supplies for the Salvation Army’s Women’s Shelter for their Valentine’s Day service project.  A collection box will be in the back of the sanctuary Feb. 3 & 10. ( 

Items needed include:  cleaning supplies (Comet, laundry detergent, Lysol spray), canned food, toiletries, children’s items (diapers for 3 mo. Old, Valentines for girls age 4, 10, 12, 13 and for a boy age 7). (
Thank you for your generosity! ( 
Deacons Elect Co-Chairs ♥
The deacons elected Kenny and Lori Hays to be their Co-Chairs at their training on Sunday, January 27th.  The Deacons will be serving in partners each month, with one responsible for set-up and the two sharing responsibility for serving in worship every Sunday for the 2 months they have chosen to serve. (
Space Sharing Discussion 2/3 ♥
After worship on Sunday, February 3rd, Pastor Rebecca and members of the church will be meeting with Pastor Ana Rivera and members of Iglésia to discuss the best ways to share our space while meeting everyone’s needs.  We will meet in the Junior Room at 12:30. (
Ecumenical Book Group (
Ecumenical Book Group will begin their spring session on Feb. 12th.  They will be reading “The Lemon Tree” by Sandy Tolan.  It is a real-life account of two families in Israel/Palestine and their relationship.  Books may be ordered through the church for $10.50 if you let us know by noon on Feb. 5th.  We will meet each Tuesday at noon.  You may order a copy of the book, even if you can’t come to the discussions. (
Young Women’s Gathering (
In January, we had a great conversation about make-up and other aspects of how we present ourselves.  Come this month, on Saturday, Feb. 23rd from 5:00-7:00, for a conversation about love and romance.  Is it necessary to find someone to share your life with?  How do you do it?  What about when it gets hard? (
Council to Meet Wednesday, Feb. 20th ♥
The new 2008 Council of First Christian Church will have its first meeting after prayer service, Wednesday, Feb. 20th.  Dinner will be provided.  There are quite a few important issues on the agenda for this meeting.  Items to be discussed, thus far, include:  approval of Pastor Rebecca’s sabbatical plan summary, approval of a contract for the sabbatical interim, consideration of an invitation to Sharon Watkins for our 125th anniversary in 2010, a discussion of what to do with old files, decisions about changing locks on the church buildings, and appointing delegates to the 2008 Regional Assembly.
The deadline for Council Reports is Friday, Feb. 8th.  All Coordinating Team representatives and anyone else sharing information should have their report to the office no later than noon that day.

Family Meeting Re-Scheduled to Sunday, Feb. 24th ♥
Because the weather ruined our last attempt, we have re-scheduled our first Family Meeting Luncheon for after worship on Sunday, February 24th.  We will share a covered dish luncheon, with a Week of Compassion theme (see below).  As we are eating, our four Coordinating Teams will share brief reports on their plans for the year.  There will be a brief time for people to share their thoughts on the changes we’ve made in communion in the last year.  Finally, there will be a time for an open mike speak-out.  As at General Assemblies, we will ask you to limit your comments and we will have people speak in the order they sign up.  This first time, we will offer six three-minute slots.  This is not a time for open discussion, but a time to introduce a new idea or observation, trusting that the appropriate teams and leaders are taking note.
Sharing about Stewardship ~ Week of Compassion Special Offering
On Sundays, Feb. 17 & 24, we will all have the change to give an over-and-above gift for the work of Week of Compassion.  This offering supports our denominational disaster relief and humanitarian development fund.  Through our gifts to Week of Compassion, we are taking the loving, helping, life-giving hands of Jesus all over the world to people in need.  Please read carefully the flyer enclosed with this newsletter to learn more about it.
On Sunday, Feb. 24th after worship, we will share in a covered dish luncheon with a Week of Compassion theme.  You might put a little more thought into what dish you bring this time.  How easy was it for you to gather all the ingredients?  Did you worry about whether the water you used was clean?  By sharing with others, will you be in danger of going hungry later in the week?  By participating in Week of Compassion, we can ask these questions and allow them to lead us into action.  See you there!
