Article by Humorist Dave Barry provided by Gerald Roberts
Important news for those of you who harbor an urge to eat poinsettias around Christmas.  This news comes from an article in the Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, Patriot News.  “Despite persistent rumors, poinsettias are NOT poisonous.  Ohio State University testing has found that a fifty-pound child could eat more than 500 poinsettia bracts with no ill effects other than possibly a sick stomach from eating that much foliage.”  The questions that immediately come to mind are:  
1. What is a “Bract?”

2. How did Ohio State University conduct this research?  Did researchers actually feed 500 poinsettia bracts to a 50-pound child?  How?  (“Eat your bracts, Jason, or NO MORE POKEMON CARDS FOR YOU!”)  And does this experiment really prove that poinsettias are safe?  We personally have seen 50-pound children eat a LOT of things that would probably kill an adult, such as “Fruit Roll-ups,” which we do not believe are fruit at all.  We believe they are the offspring of a biological mating experiment involving Kool-Aid and flypaper.
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Evangelism Committee Outreach Program
We had our first project for the Community Outreach on  July 19, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.  The first of the scheduled projects was involved with passing out fliers in the neighborhood.  The purpose was to let our neighbors know where we are located and the purpose of our projects.  No active contact was made.  I want to take this time to thank everyone that volunteered to go out into the community.  We had 14 volunteers to participate in this effort to collect school supplies for Community Enabler. 

                                                       ~ Janna Sutherland

Dates to Remember:
Sun., Aug. 3 & 10 ~ School Supply Collection ( ♥ (
Sun.,  Aug. 17 ~ Food Drive ( ♥ (
Thurs., Aug. 21 ~ Council Meeting, 6:00 pm  ( ♥
Sun., Aug. 31 ~ Pastor Rebecca returns, 11:00 am ( ♥ !!
Praying the Psalms ( ( !!
Praying the Psalms will resume on August 25th at 5:30 at the church.  Come and bring a friend!! 
Sabbatical Interim Minister

Our sabbatical interim minister, John Autry, is working Thursday through Sunday each week.  If you would like a call or visit, please contact the church office.  Also, you could invite him for lunch or dinner.   (  
Pause for Prayer on Thursdays
Pause for Prayer is on Thursday evenings during the summer.  Come and let us hear the whisper of God.   ( !!
Handy Pull-Out Info Guide!
A guide to whom to call for various needs over the summer is printed on the back of the calendar in this newsletter. (
Adult Sunday School Class 
In August Rev. John Autry will lead our adult Bible Study class in a study of the book of James.   We meet in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings at 9:30.  Come join us and bring a friend!  ( !!
Children’s Department ( (
     A great big THANK YOU to all the volunteers who have helped in the Children’s Department during the summer.    

Council Meeting ( (
The next Council meeting will be Thursday, August 21, at 6:00 pm following Pause for Prayer.  All reports are due in the office by Thursday, August 7.    
Postcards from Pastor Rebecca ( (
The church has received several postcards from Pastor Rebecca. 

They are on the bulletin board by the parking lot entrance to the sanctuary.  
Church in Covenant Opportunities and News

Global Mission Retreat   
The Alabama-Northwest Florida Region is sponsoring a Global Mission Retreat at YMCA-Hargis on Friday and Saturday, September 12-13, 2008 (begins with dinner at 6:00 pm and ends by 3:00 pm Saturday).  The Regional Board has approved a budget which allows for one person from each congregation to participate in this retreat at no cost.  Each congregation is encouraged to have a second person attend the retreat also.  The second person will have a reduce registration fee of $50.  So, basically you get two attendees for $50.  What a bargain!  Registration deadline is September 1st.
Why is this retreat so affordable?  The Region is encouraging every congregation to participate in the “Be A Global Mission Congregation” initiative.  In order to do this, churches need to be informed about the initiative and how they can participate in the witness of Disciples that is taking the good news of Jesus Christ to “the ends of the earth.”   
Two leaders from the Division of Overseas Ministries you will be hearing from at this retreat are Bob Shebeck and Sandra Gourdet.  Sandra is a native of the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  These leaders will help congregations grow in their understanding of and commitment to mission work around the world. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Alabama-Northwest Florida Region Officers
for the next biennium (two years)
Moderator – Ellis Hill, layman at FCC, Birmingham

Moderator-Elect – Kay Stegall, laywoman at FCC, Florence

First Vice-Moderator – Sheryl Nelson, laywoman at New Hope CC, Letohatchee

Second Vice-Moderator – Melanie Barton, clergywoman, member Madison CC,   

                                                                                                         Madison

Secretary-Treasurer – Louis Maxwell, layman at Mt. Calvary Missionary CC, 

                                                                                                         Tuskegee
From the Pastor’s Pen…
Dear Ones in Christ:
         Well…I guess this will be my final article in the newsletter, and it is most appropriate for me to say “Thank you” for all of your goodness to me.  I have been blessed to be your Sabbatical Minister and consider it a privilege to know and love you!  

         During the month of August I will be preaching a series called “The Gospel as Found in Country-Western Music.”  It will be different, and I don’t think it will be boring.  

        The good news is that your “Real Minister” is on her way back, refreshed and ready to lead First Christian Church of Anniston in wonderful ministries. 

         My prayers are for God’s richest blessings on your lives, and worship will be better if you are here. 

         Your “For a Little While” Minister,
                             John
P. S.  Special thanks to Judy Engelhart and Gerald Roberts for carrying me and making this a fun place to be. 

One + One + One Key

( = You    ( = Church    ( = World

!! = Bring a friend!

Service Schedules ♥

August Meetings (  

Partnership Team -- Sun., Aug. 3, 12:30

Evangelism – Aug. 4, 6:00
Fellowship – Thurs., Aug. 7, 6:00  

Mission – Thurs., Aug. 7, 6:00

Elders – Sun., Aug. 10, 12:30 pm
Council – Thurs., Aug. 21, 6:00

Elders (:





Aug. 3:    Anne Phillips
Aug. 10:  Judy Bell
Aug. 17:  Robert Soleman
Aug. 24:  Marie Bittle
Aug. 31:  Mary Elizabeth Johnson

Communion Set-Up/Service (:

Suzy Spiceland & Trace Smith
Fellowship Hosts (:



Aug. 3:    Karen Reaves & John Russell
Aug. 10:  Rhonda Medley

Aug. 17:  Marie Bittle
Aug. 24:  Judy Bell
Aug. 31:  Farewell-Hello Celebration
Liturgists / Kids Message (:

Aug. 3:    Laura Phillips /Suzy Spiceland 
Aug. 10:  Karen Reaves/Lori Hays  
Aug. 17:  Janie Morrow/Anne Phillips
Aug. 24:   Mary Lib Johnson/Marie Bittle
Aug. 31:   Judy Bell/
Floater/Pre-School/CC (: _____
Aug. 3:     Dick/Lori/Karen
Aug. 10:   Marie/Brooke/Laura
Aug. 17:   Janna/Lori/Anne
Aug. 24:   Joanne/Brooke/Trace
Aug. 31:   Anne/Lori/Dick
Christian Women’s Fellowship News (
CWF will meet August 12th at 6:00 pm at the home of Joanne Wells.  We will meet at the church at 5:30 pm to carpool.  All women are invited to come and bring a friend to this meeting. ( !!
School Supply

Collection (((
Our School Supply Collection will continue on August 3 & 10.  Then the supplies will be taken to Community Enabler for distribution to those children that still need school supplies.  Thank you for your support of this project to help children and families in our community.   
Food Drive in august 
We will have another Food Drive on August 17th.  The food from the June Food Drive went to Sister Mary’s Center of Concern.  The food from the August Food Drive will go to Community Enabler.  Please give generously.  (     
“Never believe that a few caring people can’t change the world.  For indeed, that’s all who ever have.”    ~ Anthropologist Margaret Mead
FCC’s Elders’ Devotionals ( (
Our Elders are providing the devotions during the summer for our email Friday Reminders.  
Current and previous copies are available on the church family table each week for those who do not have email.
*    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    
Please join us for a

Bridal Shower

Honoring

Lindsey Roszell
Sunday, August third

At two o’clock

First Christian Church

Anniston, Alabama

Hosted by family
Lindsey is registered online at Target, Couch’s Jewelers, Belk, and 

Bed, Bath, & Beyond.  

She is registered locally at 

Couch’s Jewelers and 

The Rabbit Hutch.

(
Sharing about Stewardship ~ Giving to God  (
Giving to God is a blessing.  He has given us all that we have, including His Son.  What have we given Him?

What part of my resources have I given to God?  He has given me the ability to work and earn a living.  Does He get the first fruits or the leftovers?

What part of my talent have I given to God?  He has given each of us a talent, not to make us famous, but a talent to be used to further His work on this earth.  What am I doing with my talent?

What part of the minutes, hours, and days have I given to God?  My time may be spent at work, with family and friends, or just relaxing.  Did I allow time for prayer, Bible study, and worship services?  Did I take time to be God’s hands by helping someone in need?

Let us pray that we strive to put God first in all things.  

~  Mary Elizabeth Johnson           
Regional Prayer Calendar


In 2008, we will continue to send cards with our prayer blessings to our partner churches in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  Living into our calling to be a covenantal church, we collect prayer concerns from these partner churches as we hold them in prayer each week.  The Prayer Calendar for July, August, and September includes pastors who are serving in places of ministry other than churches.  For August:
August 3:  Cottondale Christian Church, Cottondale, AL – George Dudley, Interim
                  Robert Davis, Downtown Cooperative Ministries, Birmingham, AL
August 10:  Union Christian Church, Tuskegee, AL – Jeremy Harbin
                   Nisha Sivley, Regional Staff, Youth Ministries
August 17:  Mt. Moriah Christian Church, Letohatchee, AL – Nathan Hartley
                   Richard Sales, Regional Staff, PEPP Coordinator 

August 24:  New Hope Christian Church, Letohatchee, AL – Howard Jones

                   Salem Christian Church, Letohatchee, AL 

                   Diane Wood, Regional Staff, Young Adult Ministries

August 31:  First Christian Church, Huntsville, AL – Guy McCombs
                   Betty Wright, Regional Staff, Women’s Ministries

